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REPORT oN THE 21st CoNGREss oF THE RocK ART socIETy oF INDIA,
TIRUPATI 16th -18th FEBRUARY,2017

Arakhita Pradhan

The 21st Congaess of the Rock Art Society of
lndia u as held at I irupati, Andhra lradesh trom ltrth_
18th February, 2012. It was hosted by the Department
of Ancient Indian History, Culture and Archaeology,
Sri Venkateswar University, Tirupati and sponsored
by the Indian Council ofHistorical Research (ICHR).

Seventy delegates from different parts of the
country and Mr E. Neumayer, a veteran scholar from
Austria participated in the Congress. Nearly 40
research papers were presented in the Congress in
diJferent academic sessions which were presided over
by scholars like Prof. A. Sundara, prof. R. Korisettar,
Prof. R. C. Agarwal, Prof. V. H. Sonawane, prof. N.
Chandramouli, Dr B. M. Reddy, etc. On the spot
discussion while visiting the rock art sites in Kaddappa
region was a great learning experience both for the
senior and junior scholars. The research papers
covered different aspects and issues of rock art
research and conservation.

One of the important features of the congress
was the keen interest shown by many young
researchers who participated in the RASI Cong.e"s

and the dignitarics rrt tlrc dais.

with enthusiasm and presented their papers. Even the
Keynote address of the Congress was delivered by a
young rock art scientist. They also participated in the
academic sessions and visit to the rock art sites. The
RASI congress at Tirupati created awareness among
the rnass which is reflected from the papers presented
by man; scholar< from the region.

The inaugural function of the Congress was
held on 16th Feb, 2017 at the Senate Hall of Sri
Venkateswar University, Tirupati. The function was
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inaugurated after lighting the lamp by the Chief Guest

Prof. Avula Damodaram, the Vice Chancellor and

other dignitaries on the dais. In the inaugural function,

Prof. Avula Damodaram, Prof. V. Sakunihala, Local

Organising Secretary, 21st RASI Congress and Prof'

Krishana Reddy, both of the Department of Ancient

Indian History Culture and Archaeology, Sri

Venkateswar University, Tirupati, Prof. R C. Agarwal,

President, Rock Art Society of India and Prof Girirai

Kumar, Secretary General, Rock Art Society of India

were onthe dais and addressed the audience. The RASI

Journal, Purakala Vol. 26 was released during the

function. A felicitation volume in thehonour olProf V'

H. Sonawane, entllled Rock Art in lndia edited by Prof'

S. Pradhanand Dr. D. B. S. Garnayakwas alsoreleased'

The Dr. V. S. Wakankar memorial lecture 2016-

17 on Rock Art of Kerala was delivered by Prof Aiit
Kumar from University of Kerala. Prof- A Sundara

presided over the lecture. Prof. V. H Sonawane

introduced Prof. Ajit Kumar. The Keynote address of

the Congless was delivered by young rock art scientist

Shri Ram Krishna on, "Dimensions of the scientiJic

study of cupules: Perspectives o{ Daraki-Chattan",

while Prof. Ravi Korisettar was in the Chair' Prof S'

Pradhan introduced the sPeaker.

The post lunch academic session of day-1 was

dedicated to therock art of south India. It was presided

over by Prof. N. Chandramouli and Dr. B. M Reddy'

The papers presented in this session covered different

aspects and. different parts of south India. A speclal

lecture on " Rock art of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana

region" was delivered by Prof. N- Chandramouli.

A meeting of the Executive Committee of Rock

Art Society of India was held after the academic

sessions of the day which was followed by a Cultural

programme organised at the Auditodum of the

University. In the cultural programme the classical

dance of the region was performed by the local artists

which was highlY imPressive.

The delegates of the 21st RASI Congress,

students and teachers of the Department of Ancient

Indian History Culture and Archaeology, Sri

Venkateswar University, Tirupati in the leadership of

Prof. V. Sakunthala and Prof. Krishana Reddy visited

Chintakunta rock art site in KadaPpa distdct, Andhla

Pradesh on 17th February 2017 and discussed various

issues of the scientific study and conservation of rock

art on the site it self. Stone quarrying activities was

going on at the Chintakunta rock art site at the

periphery area endangering the eco system, the

environment and rock artheritage of the region lt was

decided during the discussions that a resolution to be

passed in the valedictory function and letter to be

issued to the concerned authorities to stop damage of

the rock shelters. On the way to Chintakunta, the

delegates also visited centrally protected monument

Sri Kodanda Rama Swamy temple, Vontimitta'

On day-3, 18th February 2017 in the earlv

hours all the delegates were taken for darshana to Sti

Venkateshwara (Balaji) temple at Tirumala The

academic sessions were resumed at 10:30 am The

Congress ended with the Valedictory function 0r

behalf of the delegates and Rock art Society of India'

Prof. R. C. Agarwal, President, Rock Art Society ol

India offered thanks to the local organiser, the

Department of Ancient Indian History, Culture and

Archaeology, Sri Venkateswar University, Tirupati ,

authorities of the University and all the concerned fot

nice hospitality and well organisation of the Congresl

Prof Agrawal also expressed Sratitude to the

authorities of the Indian Council of Historical

Research, New Delhi for extending financial suppott

to organisethe RASI Congress, Tirupati.
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