
RASI - IFRAO NEWS

Purakala 2008 Volume 18

rfq
gsSq

THE TWELFTH CONGRESS OF ROCK ART SOCIETY OF INDIA'

iu-ttHonr BATHERY, wAYANAD' KERALA-2007: A REPoRT

The twelfth Congress of Rock art Society of

India (RASI) was hosted Ly the Shreyas Training and

n"r"ur"n C""t"t, Sulthan Bathery' Wayanad in Kerala

ir.r colluboratior, with Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav

iunnrul'utrvo (ICRN/S) Bhopal and Malabar Inslitute

"in?r"o..f.t 
u"a DeveloPment (MIRD)' VadaLara from

26 to 28, Oclober 2007 '

The major tl.rerne of the Congress was Rock and

Archaeology ofSouth India The Congresswas attended

hv 81 delee;tes from I I states of the nation 'l he Congress
-rJu, 

innrirrut"a by Shri P Krishrra lrasad' M L A '

Srriutftr-r. f-utt-t"ty, the Chief Guest of function' Fr' Dr'

Eldho P.,th".,kondathil, Executive Director' Shreyas

welcomed the Guests and delegates of the Congress'

pJ f.f . eoru" oi.ector,lGRMS' Bhopal and Prof K K'N'

,-ruf, otru.,o,, MIRD, Vadakara also welcomed the

a"t"gut", of the Congress and expressed the

.o^ itm"nt of tneir institutes for promotion of Indian

Heritug" including rock art Prof R C Agrawal'

President, RASI and Dr' Giriraj Kumar' Secretary of RASI

d.elivered their welcome and visionary addresses The

Purakala, Vol-17 was released by the Chief Guest and

other dignitaries. Dr' M Nambirajan' Superintending

Archaeoiogist, Archaeological Survey of India' Thrisure

Circle, D"r. Hemachandran' Director of State

A.cha"ology, Kerala , Shri P M Joy' Block Panchayath

President"and Shri Babu Pazhupathar' Bathery

Panchayah President, also addressed on the occasion

and thanked RASI for choosing Sulthan Bathery to hold

the RASI congress A Photo exhibition on Monuments

of Kerala wal abo organized by ASI' Thrisure Circle'

Mr. Z. Francis, Programme Officer' Shreyas offered vote

of thanks to all the guests, delegates and invitees of the

Congress

A condolence meeting was held to give tribute

to late Dr. S.P. Gupta, the renowned and beloved

archaeologist of the fraternity'

Fig. 1. jl1du\urcl Fullctian of fhe Congtess: Prayet tecitation'
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Fig.2. Fr. Dr. Eltlho PtLthenkanlafltil delioering ltis welcontc

address in the t'unction.

Fig. 5. Prof M.G.S. Narayanan deliocring Dr V.S. Wakankar
Memr)tial l,cl uic

Fig. 6. Prof K. Rnjan delir)etiig Keynotc ALldress ol ffu Cottgress.

Prof. M.G.S. Narayanan, Former Chairman,
Indian Council of Historical Research delivered the

twelfth Dr. V.S. Wakankar Memorial lecture on "Great
Artists of Pre-historic India". Prior to it Prof V.H.
Sonawane gave a touching introduction of late Dr.
V.S.Wakankar, the founding father of Rock Art
Discipline in India.

Prof. K. Rajan delivered the Keynote Address of
the Congress on Rock Art in South India. Shri
Muhammed K.K., Superintending Archaeologist,
Archaeological Survey ofIndia, Bhopal Circle dclivered
a special lecture, 'Relevance of prehistoric World
Heritage Monument Bhimbetka', and explained the

audience in MalayaL language for thebenefit of the local

people. He also gave a gist of other lectures in
Malavalam.
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Fig.3. lnaLLgurntioll ol lhe 12tt' RASI Congrcss.

Fig. 4. The Chicl Cncst rcl.a<inq lut iknlo. Volumc 17. 2oA-.
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D('/ryrrh J (rl 1/la CoriSr'css crtlotTirrg llic nr:rtrlr'rrti': st'ssltrits

Plrrakala 200i1 Volrirnc 1E

Fig. .9. Drscrrssiorr.qoittg o in llt' lrd brcnli

LlL'lc,grttcs iL'ifh Fr Dr ElLllto ott

Fdttkkrtl Cnt't
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Tl.rirty research papers \ /cre Presented il fi're

acader.uic sessiorls, that \4rcrc chairecl by Prof V H

;;;;"t " aud Prof K llaial (Scssjon-I)' Prof R C'

aur.rrr.rl atr,.l I'r,'i \ 'll \irll l\\''rnr' rSe'-i.'n-llr' I'r'rf

VL,.r. t"r.rr,'nn'r.rnJ I'r,rf KS ynl11*1a 1s.'s51.'n II[)'

Pruf K. nalo. antl Dr Somnath Chakraveriy (Session

iVl, pr.,t S. f'roattnn and Shri S B Ota (Session-V)

All thc cleic6ates rvcre tnken ttl the Edakkal

Cave', the fatuous Neolithic-Mcgalithic petrogll'ph site

in Kcrala for discussion on the sitc lt was follou'ed by a

qne, i,rl :r-:-iL,tt orr fJ.rll.rl c,tr c rr Iri' lt tr''t" h'lircd bv

f'r. L,r. t t,ltt,,, Pr,'l \'4 L' q N'lrav'tn'ttr 'rn'l Dr' V'

nu-O,.u,ntt. A pancl discussion otr Rock art research

nn.t y.r.t,tg generation was chaired b1' I)rof KKN

a.,r.ip.nt 
"tiifl" 

futhenkandathil' Prof K K Basa' and

Muhat.rmed K.K

Tire culturat programmes ofthe Edakkal festival

in the evenings *'"'" "tp"'b 
an'l special treat k) the

i"ir",* tn"l"*erc speciallv organizedby thc IGRMS'

BhoPal on this occasiol.r'

The RASI Execulivc Committee and General

Bodv Nlcetlngs vn'cre hcld in the cvcrring on 27 October'

lnt)i tn"r"'*"tc prcsidecl b1' Prof Ii C Agrawal'

Presicleni, IiASl ln lhe meetin:! thc academic activitics

of RASI were aPprcciated and unanimousll'

recor-nlnendcd to coutinue such activities A resolntion

ouo, fnrr"., ."qt'"sting Archaeolollical Sun'ey of lndia'

Tl.tris,.rre Circie to organize a thorough tlll'gy and

scierrlific study of the rock art and associated

o..}tn"utugi.ot tctT ains in Kerala' speciaily in the

,.,r.,:r,.,, t,lit.rg ,"gtorr of Eclakkal Cave Efforts should alscr

fr" tl"O" a,*"iUte Eclakkal Cave cicclarccl as cenlrallv
Fig. T0 Corrg/css r/'hgrl1's pr'l)r'rrrrrs lt1 tnlr lllr frlnli/rnl Cnd'
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Fig. 11. Conyess dcle&ates oisiting the Etlakkal Caoe

protected monument and later on as World Heritage

Site by the UNESCO. Shreyas will extend its fullsupPort

to the ASI in this endeavour.

The valedictory function of the congress was

held on 28 October 2007. The delegates were

overwhelrned by the cordial hospitality and affectionate

behaviour of the organizing team of the host in the

leadership of Fr' Dr Eldho and Mr' Z' Francis' The

Congress was a grand success and all the delegates have

sweet memories of it. The authorities of Rock Art Society

of India personally and on behalf of all the delegates

"*pr""r"d 
th"i, huartfelt thanks to the hosts, especially

p.. Dr. Eldho, Mr. Z. Francis and Prof K K N Kurup for

their cordial and affectionate hospitality They requested

them to convey their feelings to the members of the entire

organizing team and Hon'ble guests of the Congress'

Th"ey are also thankful to Prof K K Basa, Dr' Ashok

Tiwari and the team of IGRMS, Bhopal for their support

and collaboration in organizing the RASI Congress and

cultural programmes in the Edakkal festival- The

Congress deliberations, news and resolutions were

given a wide publicity, both in print and electronic

iredia. RASI authorities thanked the media persons and

their agencies for their strong support and wide

publicity of the Congress. The last,but not the least' the

President and Secretary of RASI extend their thanks to

al1the delegates for their participation and contribution

to make the congress successful'
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Fig.12. Group Photo of fhe Congress rlelegates in the premises of the Shteyas'


